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15 May 2023

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

| am the Founder and co-convenor of ReCreate, a non-profit association, hosted and supported by
Black Stripe Foundation. ReCreate was established in 2018, with assistance from Denise Nicholson
when she was still employed at the University of the Witwatersrand. ReCreate works with creators,
artists, musicians, educators, librarians, NGOs, blind communities, IP experts, and many other
stakeholders to promote copyright reform in South Africa. Since 2018, Denise has been involved in
advocacy work, attending meetings, discussions with stakeholders, promotional work, and webinars
and training workshops on the current Copyright Act, and the Copyright Amendment Bill for
ReCreate.

ReCreate managed to receive funding from international donors to hold a hybrid international
conference in South Africa on the Right to Research in Africa, which included two seminars — one at
the University of Pretoria on 23 and 24 January 2023, and one at the University of Cape Town on 26
and 27 January 2023, with attendees on Zoom as well. Denise was a co-convenor of the conference
and a speaker at both seminars. She presented at the University of Pretoria seminar on The
Historical Background to the Copyright Reform Process in South Africa on 23 January 2023, and on
Copyright and the Importance of Digitisation for our Cultural Heritage at the University of Cape Town
seminar on 26 January 2023. This was a hugely successful conference with speakers and guests from
various countries abroad, several African countries and South Africa too. Denise played an
important role in its success.

Thanks to funding received, Black Stripe Foundation was able to pay Denise an amount of R50 000
for the above work from September 2022 to January 2023.

Denise has always been very professional and willing to share her time, expertise, information and
monthly eBulletin of useful resources on copyright and related matters for the benefit of

others. She has often been the sole voice for libraries and archives at meetings and Parliamentary
hearings and workshops, to ensure their needs are known and reflected in the copyright reform
process.
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She is dedicated and passionate about her work and always prepared to go the extra mile. Her
webinars and workshops have always been informative and practical to address various

audiences. She has always received very positive feedback on her work and her presentations at the
above seminars were helpful and well-received by attendees.

As you may know, Denise has been the recipient of several prestigious Library awards in her career,
but most noteworthy is the University of the Witwatersrand Vice-Chancellor’s Academic Citizenship
Award which she received in 2015, and two awards she received in 2021, namely the SALI
Trust/LIASA Lifetime Achievement Award, and the Unisa Chancellor’s Calabash Award in recognition
of being an Outstanding Educator.

After retiring from the University of the Witwatersrand at the end of December 2020, Denise
established a small consultancy, Scholarly Horizons, which has been invited to join various copyright
and related projects in South Africa and in Africa. She is still a member (and in some committees, an
expert advisor) of a number of international and local copyright, library, and scholarly publishing
committees and/or projects.

In view of the above, | would like to recommend Denise unconditionally for any position or project
that she may apply for or make herself available for in the future.

Yours sincerely

Fear Cut A—

Ben Cashdan
Managing Director
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