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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

| have known Denise Nicholson for many years. We first started working together on
open access issues and related copyright issues when | was working at the University of
Johannesburg, and she was working at Wits University. She and | were members of the
Institutional Repository Forum, which Denise co-established to create a network for
librarians in Gauteng to communicate and share experiences and information about
open access, copyright issues, and institutional repositories. At the Forum meetings,
members gave presentations on various aspects of open access and their institutional
repositories. As an expert on copyright, Denise always presented on copyright issues
and how they related to institutional repositories and related matters.

On 14 June 2022, our Library invited Denise to be a presenter at our online seminar.
Her presentation was well received by the audience of librarians, academics and PG
students. Her fee for the webinar was R3000.

This year, | invited Denise to present at a 2-hour seminar at our main campus in Hatfield,
Pretoria, on 30 March 2023, on the current copyright law and the Copyright Amendment
Bill that is currently proceeding through the National Council of Provinces and the
Provincial Legislatures. There was a large audience of librarians and academic staff
who attended this webinar. There was an interesting discussion session with many
questions asked by the audience. Denise capably provided practical and helpful answers
and shared links to many resources that the audience could benefit from. She received
very positive feedback from the audience. Her fee for the webinar was R6488,22, which
included her travel costs to and from Pretoria.

Denise is well-recognised for her work in copyright, open access and scholarly
communications in South Africa and abroad. She is an expert advisor to the IFLA
Committee on Copyright and Other Legal Matters (CLM). She also provides copyright
assistance to LIASA, CHELSA, NCLIS and Creative Commons SA Chapter. She has
been lobbying for copyright reform in South Africa since 1998. She has been very active
and participative in the Copyright Amendment Bill process, having made many written
submissions and presenting at Parliamentary public hearings on the Bill. She also has a
very informative eBulletin which is free and shared across the globe.
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Denise is known for being helpful and sharing her knowledge widely. | am happy that
she started Scholarly Horizons after retiring from Wits in 2020, so that she can continue
educating, advising and passing on her knowledge to librarians, academics, authors and
students.

Without hesitation, | recommend Denise Nicholson for any professional services,
including training webinars/workshops on copyright and related matters, open access
and scholarly communication.

Sincerely,

Deputy Director
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